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Yangon Z.00 bars visitors from visiting bird cages

Yangon August 11

“W¥isitors to Yangon Zoological
Crarden are temporanly barred from
visiting the bird cages because of
the reported cases of avian flu HSN 1
virus elsewhere in the country,”
said manager U Myo Kyaw Thu
of the zoo.

“The birds in the zoo are under
special care to prevent them from
contracting avian flu,” he said.

Visitors are temporarily barred

Photo shows visitors feeding food to
elephants st Yangon Zoological Garden.

from wvisiting the birds at the in-
struction of Forestry Department
to avoid reciprocal infection of
HINI1, H2ZN2 and H5N1 viruses
between people and birds.

“WVisitors are allowed to visit
the cages of other animals except
birds,” said U Myo Kyaw Thu.

“The zoo for the time being
does not accept wild animals
donated from outsiders, and
only feeds safe food to animals,”
said doctor of the zoo Dr Tun
Myint.

Su Latt

Decisive actions in need to

prevent illegal fishing in

Myanmar’s waters

Yangon August 11

“There is a need to take decisive
actions to prevent illegal fishing
in Myanmar’s waters by foreign
countries,” said an official of the
Yangon Region Government.

“Such  actions will contribute
to development of fish resources
in the country as Myanmar suf-
fers a lot from illegal fishing”
he said.

“Though officials are working
to prevent illegal fishing, it has not
been able to effectively address the
problem,” he said.

The permanent secretary Dr
Khin Zaw of the ministry said that
the minisiry i1s working hard for
conservation of fish stocks in the
country. Last year, the ministry took
actions against 25 unlicensed fishing
trawlers and 24 fishing trawlers
which broke the regulations.

The government has formed
coastal region resources manage-
ment central committee tasked
with addressing illegal fishing
in the country’s waters. The commi-
ttee is headed by Vice-President
U Myint Swe. Soe Moe

Road accidents increase
in Mandalay Region

Yangon August 11
The number of road accidents
caused by reckless driving in
Mandalay Region has increased
significantly from January to the
end of July compared to the same
period last year, according to the

Region Traffic Police Force.
Despite the fact that traffic
police officers educate the people
about traffic rules and road acci-
dents in townships and villages,
the number of road accidents was
high due to speeding and reckless

12-8(P_18)%¥M.indd 1

driving in Mandalay, PyinQOo-
Lwin, Kyaukse and Myingyan
districts.

“We will increase educative
programs and take harsh actions
against violations of traffic mles
in order to avoid more accidents
in remaining months of this
year,” said a traffic police officer.

There were 476 road accidents
from January to July this year, an
mcrease by 92 cases from 385 cases
in the same period last year.

Thiri

Legislators to deal with new
electricity prices next session

Yangon August 11

The Ministry of Electricity and
Energy is planning to increase
electricity prices and will announce
its newly fixed electricity prices in
the coming session of the parlia-
ment, according to permanent
deputy-secretary U Htay Aung
at the press conference on 10
Aupgust.

The move might come in the
sixth session of the parliament
as the fifth session of the parlia-
ment is currently holding in Nay
Pyi Taw.

“We are taking measures to
change the prices of electncity. It
may be at the beginning of next
parliamentary session. We are also

trying to announce the newly fixed
prices as early as possible. After
we fix the new power prices, we
will announce them.” he said.

“Before newly fixed prices are
announced, we will hold a meeting
with representatives of all sectors.”
said U Htay Aung.

“Roughly, the meeting will
include consumers, international
experts, officials of the ministry
and representatives of the parlia-
ment,” he formerly said at a press
conference on 13 July.

An attempt to raise electricity
prices by the previous admini-
stration in November 2013 was
abandoned because of public
opposition.

The current charge for residen-
tial consumers 1s Ks-35 a unit
for up to 100 units, Ks-40 for up
to 200 units and Ks-50 for more
than 200 units.

Business users are charged Ks-
75 a unit up to 500 units, Ks-100
for 501 to 10,000 units, Ks-125 for
10,001 to 50,000 units and Ks-150
for 50,001 to 30,000 units. Per
unit price for consumption above
300,000 units 15 Ks=100.

According to a report of the
Ministry of Electricity and Energy,
the government was spending
Ks-333 billion a year in subsidies
and supplyving electncity to 37
percent of the country.

Aung

More body parts of crashed plane Y-8 found

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

Nay Pyi Taw August 11

Maval vessels in cooperation
with local trawlers are still search-
ing the remaining debris of the
crashed plane Y-8 in the place
where the tail section of the crashed
plane was found based on sonar
IMAges.

Two local trawlers, while drag-
netting near the place, could retri-
eve more body parts of the plane
today.

100

Photo shows parts of body from
erashed plane ¥-8.
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High gold
prices impact
goldsmiths

Yangon August 11

Gold prices have been on the
merease in the country since July,
affecting on the sale gold items and
the goldsmith business as well,
according to sources of goldsmiths
based in Yangon.

Gold and jewellery shops are
experiencing sluggish demand
since gold prices have gradually
increased since January, and there
are fewer orders for goldsmiths as a
result. While some of the goldsmith
businesses have to make some
redundancies, some businesses
have to halt operation.

Many of the goldsmiths working
in Yangon are from towns outside
Yangon, and some have gone back
to their respective towns as they
find it difficult to find another
source of livelihoods after being
made redundant.

“When per capita income of citi-
zens has increased to a certain level,
the demand for gold and jewellery
items might be stable even if gold
prices are high.” said an official
of Myanmar Gold Entrepreneurs
Association.

Currently, pold price in the local
market 1s around Ks-909 000 per
tical, and because of the increase in
exchange rate, and high gold prices
in international market, the price is
unlikely to decline until next week,
predicted local gold shop owners.

Ko Hsaung ((Okkalar)

Ministry eases transportation
rules of jade stones

Yangon August 11

Jade stones produced from Lone
Khin-Hpakant Jade Mining Area
and Mawlu-Mawhan Jade Mining
Area are allowed to be trans-
ported and sold in Myintkyvina,
Kachin State, according to the
report of the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environmental
Conservation.

“The ministry allows the tran-
sportation of class A and Class B
of jade stones. Previously, those
precious stones have to be sent to
May Pyi Taw directly. At this time,
the ministry eases the transportation
rules at the request of the Gems

Entrepreneurs Association,” said

chairman U Zay Hlwan of Kachin
State Gems Entreprencurs As-
sociation.

*The move aims for the deve-
lopment of the gems and jewellery
market, and to crack down on
trafficking and illegal export,”
described in the report dated 3
August.

In doing so, the merchants have
to make sure that they have registered
the stones at the value-assess-
ment team and have paid tax for
the stones. Thanks to the ease of
transportation rules on jade stones,
the jade and gems industry may
be developed and more job oppor-
tunities can be created in Kachin

State.

“We request the Union Minister
to allow the transportation of jade
stones to Myintkyina. Previous rules
and regulations cause difficulties
for the development of the market.
Hence, the Union Mimister allows
it,” said U Zay Hlwan.

“Previously, the mimstry only
allowed transporting class C and
class D raw jade stones from the
jade mining areas to Myintkyina.
Those stones were low-quality jade
stones,” he added.

“The move can lead to the
development of jade market in
Kachin State,” said U Zay Hlwan.

Aung
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US
investments
expected to

double in
next three
years

Yangon August 11

U Aung Naing Oo, secretary of
Myanmar [nvestment Commission
(MIC) sard US’s investment mn the
country is expected to double in the
coming three years as the US has
already lifted economic sanctions
against Myanmar.

US investors are becoming
interested in monetary sector like
insurance service, technology sector
and gems sector.

Officials of the MIC and Union
Mimister U Kyaw Win for Planning
and Finance are discussing on a plan
to relax some restrictions on gems
sector in order to encourage the
mflow of foreign investments into
it

Investments in local insurance
sector remain low as the government
has not allowed foreign investments
m it. The US’s total investments
in the country have reached about
US5-250 million till now.

The inflow of foreign invest-
ments is based on the removal of
restrictions on policies.

Kyaw Ko

Ahlone shopkeepers

stage protest march

Survey conducted on
sewage water disposal in

Yangon August 11

More than 250 shop owners from Ahlone
market staged a protest march against the
construction of market in Ahlone Township
in Yangon this moming.

The protest march came after the market
committee changed the market design
from two-storey to three-storey structure.
Protestors called for the allocation of them
at original places.

Ko Myo Min Thu, a protest leader said:
“We object to the market committee’s plan.
The committee tums a blind eye to our desires
even when the State Counsellor values the
people’s voices. We protest against the
development affairs committee.™

12-8(P_19%M.indd 1

They also staged a protest in front of the
township political party office as the MP
doesn’t take responsibility.

U Maung Hla, a shopkeeper said: “We
want the original condition. We are not
convenient as fish and meat shops will be
allocated on the ground floor and other
shops, the upstairs. We previously agreed
to build the two-storey building design.™

Daw Than Than Hla, a vegetable seller
said: “I participate in the protest march as
I suffer loss. A total of 263 shopkeepers
joined the protest march. | want the original
condition. I have been selling vegetables
here for 17 years.”

Htet Khaing (Sanchaung)

industrial zones

Yangon August 11

Environmental Conservation Depart-
ment under the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Conservation
will conduct a survey on sewage water
disposal of 25 factories in industrial zones
of Yangon this month as the Hlaing River
is contaminated with sewage water, said its
director Daw Kin Thidar Tin.

Since 2015, the department has been
conducting water quality surveys in coo-
peration with Japan International Cooperation
Agency (IICA).

“We take samples of sewage water and
send them to laboratories. But lab results

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

are different. We have to send samples from
25 factories to Japan. We will seek ways
to control river water quality,” she added.

Yangon sees increasing number of facto-
ries. Water colour and ecosystem have
changed as most of the factories lack syste-
matic treatment of sewage water.

The department plans to conduct surveys
in the factories of Hlaingthaya, Shwepyi-
tha, Shwelinpan and Wahtaya industrial
zones in Yangon,

Water pollution control methods will be
submitted to the Yangon Region Government
and the ministry.

Su Latt
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Philippines declares first ever HS bird flu outbreak

Manila Aungust 11

The Philippmnes declared its first
ever outbreak of the HS strain of
bird flu on Friday. but said there had
been no cases of humans infected.

An immediate cull was ordered
for all chicken, ducks and quail
within a kalometre (0.6 mules) of the
infected poultry in San Luis town,
north of Manila, said Agniculture
Secretary Emmanuel Pinol.

The health department was
meanwhile monitoring the health
of farm workers exposed to the
infected birds, he added.

"So farwe do not have any reported
animal to human transmissions,”
Pinol told a news conference.

Pinol said the infected birds
tested positive for avian influenza
Type A, sub-type H5.

The avian flu strains that have
been known to jump to humans are
the HSMN1 and HSNT subtypes, said
Celia Carlos, director of the health

department's Research Institute for
Tropical Medicine.

Philippine officials have not yet
said which H5 subtype the infected
birds carried.

"The transmission risk is low,
but the mortality 1s high_ It is a
concern,” said Carlos, especially for
infants as well as people suffering
from other ailments.

The World Health Organization
has monitored 453 human deaths
from 859 cases of avian influenza
since 2000, with Asia accounting
for 41 percent of all cases.

The Philippines had not previously
reported any human cases, according
to WHO data.

About 200,000 birds would have
to be put down and their carcasses
buried, Pinol said, adding farmers
would be compensated.

The six infected Philippine
farms only sold their products to
local consumers and none had been

b~
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An immediate cull was ordered for all chicken, ducks and quail within a kilometre (0.6 miles) of the poultry infiscted with bird fiu in

San Luis town, north of Mandla.

exported, Pinol said.
However, the outbreak began

in April and the farm owners had
neglected to report it to the authorities

immediately, he added.
AFP

Nigerian
forces in
‘unauthorised
search’ of UN
camp: UN

Kano August 11

Nigerian forces conducted an
unauthorised search of the UN's
main operating base in the town of
Maiduguri in the country's northeast
in the early hours Friday, the UN
told AFP.

"Members of the Nigenan security
torces entered a United Nations
base for humanitarian workers in
Maidugun, northeast Nigeria, without
authorisation.” the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs in Nigeria said by email.

An intermal UN memo seen by
AFP suggested that the Nigerian
forces may have been searching for
the leader of jihadist group Boko
Haram. Abubakar Shekau, after
rumours spread locally that he was
hiding in the compound known as
the "Red Roof".

All UN staff in Maiduguri were
ordered to work from home by the
note which wamed of demonstrations
against the organisation and other
foreign groups active in the area.

A UN source told AFP such
searches are illegal under internatio-
nal law and nsk raising suspicions
about the orgamisation's work. AFP

12-8(p_200WM.indd 1

India says economy could slow down

New Delhi August 11

India's economy is at nsk of
slowing down in the current fiscal
year, the government said in a mid-
year economic survey Friday.

In February, the govemment
had forecast GDP growth of bet-
ween 6.75 percent and 7.5 percent
for 201 7/2018.

But on Friday it wamed there
were several factors including the
appreciation of the rupee and the

introduction of a new goods and
services tax that could hit growth.
"Deflationary tendencies are
welghing on an economy yet to
gather its full growth momentum
and still away from its potential,”
Chief Economic Adviser Arvind
Subramanian said in the survey.
India's growth slowed to 6.1
percent in the fourth quarter ending
Moarch after Pime Minister Narendra
Modi's shock move in November

to remove nearly 90 percent of the
currency from circulation to crack
down on tax evaders.

That was slower than rival
China, although the growth figure
for the full year was still higher at
7.1 percent.

Experts predict a further slow-
down in the economy as businesses
adjust to a new national goods
and services tax launched last

month.

The survey called for a further
drop in interest rates -- currently
at & percent after a 25 basis points
cut last week.

"Sustaining current growth
trajectory will require action on
more normal drivers of growth
such as investment and exports
and cleaning up of balance sheets
to  facilitate credit growth," it
said.

AFP

Nine inmates Kkilled in Mexico prison riot

Mexico City August 11
Nine nmates were killed Thursday
as pang members stabbed and
bludgeoned their nvals to deathin a
prison brawl in Mexico, authorities
said, the latest deadly violence in
the country's jails.

The fight broke out at a prison
in Reynosa, a city near the US
border in the northeastern state of
Tamaulipas.

"Two groups of prisoners were
involved in a clash, using weapons
such as clubs, stones and shanks."”

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

the state government said in a
statement.

"Mine inmates died and two were
wounded."

The riot broke out on visitation
day, and guards "focused their
efforts on protecting (inmates")

families."” it said.

State police were sent in to bring
the brawl under control, firing shots
in the air to break 1t up.

Mexico's overcrowded prisons
are plagued by nots, revenge killings
and jailbreaks, and powerful gangs
often hold de facto control inside.

The prison system in Tamaulipas,
astate racked by the deadly violence
of Mexico's drug cartel wars, had
already made bad headlines twice
this year.

In March, 29 inmates escaped
through a tunnel from a prison in
Cindad Victoria. And in June, seven
people were killed, including three
police, when officers stormed the
same prison to regain control from
inmates who had been stockpiling

guns.
AFP
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Why yoga is the key to a better memory:
Pastime thickens brain areas linked with attention

» Researchers have found yoga-loving pensioners had a thicker prefrontal cortex

» This region of the brain involved in complex cognition, including memory

» Experts say it could be because yoga involves high levels of concentration

Yoga could prevent you from
losing your memory as you get
older, if mew research is to be
believed.

Embracing the downward dog,
half tortoise or sleeping hero helps
thicken part of the brain responsible
tor recollection.

The trendy pastime, adored by
varous Hollywood celebnties, also
has the same benefits on attention,
scientists claim.

Brazilian researchers found
yoga=loving pensioners had a thicker
prefrontal cortex - the region of the
bram involved in complex cogmition.

To make the findings, researchers
at Hospital Israelita Albert Einstein,
Sao Paulo, scanned the brains of
42 women.

Each participant was over the age
of 60, and half had practiced yoga
- an ancient Indian science - for at
least 15 years, Healthday reports.

Study author Elisa Kozasa said:
The yoga group presented a greater
cortical thickness in brain regions
involved in executive functions
such as attention.’

The findings remained true
after adjusting for various factors
that may influence size, including
education levels.

Dr Kozasa suggested the disco=
very, based solely on one-time
brain scans, could be because voga

imvolves concentration - which helps
to keep the brain active.

The effects of ageing

Apeing is associated with less
volume m cortical areas of the bram,
most notably those responsible for
attention tasks.

Various evidence uncovered
in recent years points to a strong
link between good memory and a
thicker prefrontal cortex.

But Dr Kozasa was quick to
stress that it's 'too soon to state that
yoga can protect your brain against
dementia’.

But researchers were skeptical of
the findings, published in the joumal
Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience.

However, they said that more
research 15 needed to accurately

¢ g

i

measure the effects of yoga on
the brain.
Other studies saying the same
It isn't the first time that yoga
has been found to keep the mind
sharp. Australian scientists made a

similar discovery last May.

They noted how stretching and
meditation appeared to work better
at preventing dementia than brain

training games.
Mail Online

YOGATO PREVENT CANCER
Yoga and meditation reduce our risk of cancer by changing our

DNA, research revealed in June.

People who practice so-called mind-body interventions produce
lower amounts of molecules that activate inflammation-causing genes.

Inflammation has long been linked to cancer, accelerated ageing

and poor mental health.

Lead investigator Ivana Buric from the University of Coventry,

said: ‘Millions of people around the world already enjoy the health
benefits of MBIls like yoga or meditation.

‘But what they perhaps don’t realise is that these benefits begin

at a molecular level and can change the way our genetic code goes

ahout its business.”

Cambodia PM gives ultimatum to
Laos over ‘border invasion’

Phnom Penh August 11

Cambodia’s Prime Minister on
Friday issued a six-day ultimatum to
Laos to pull back troops who have
allegedly trespassed into a border
area or face a military response.

Around 30 Laos soldiers have been
stationed in Cambodia's northern
Stung Treng Province since April
despite repeated requests by Phnom
Penh for them to leave, according
to strongman premier Hun Sen.

"l appeal to Laos Prime Minister
Thongloun Sisoulith to withdraw
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troops from Cambodian territory
without any conditions," Hun Sen
said during a ceremony in Phnom
Penh.

Military commanders have been
ordered to deploy troops along with
multiple rocket launchers to the
border area, he said, giving Laos
the "ultimatum” of pulling out by
August 17.

"We are friends, but a friend
cannot step on (our) head,” said
the mercurial leader, who often
leans on ultra-nationalist rhetoric to

drum up support, especially ahead
of election season.

"We are not waging war, but we
just want our land back," he said,
adding that he was running out of
patience with "the invasion" by
Laos troops.

According to Hun Sen the Laos
soldiers crossed into Cambodia to
halt the construction of a road.

Later on Friday Cambodia's
Foreign Ministry announced that
Hun Sen would fly to the Laos
capital Vientiane on Saturday to
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meet with his counterpart to hash
out a solution.

Cambodia and Laos share a
540=kilometre (335-mile) land
border but large tracts have not
been officially demarcated, leading
to territorial squabbles.

For years Cambodia was locked
in a bitter territorial dispute with
Thailand over the ancient Preah
Vihear temple near their shared
border, with 28 people killed in
the worst clashes in 201 1.

AFP

China should
be ‘neutral’
if N. Korea
strikes US:

state-run
daily

Beijing August 11

A Chinese state-run newspaper
called on Beijing on Friday to "stay
neutral” if North Korea strikes first
in a conflict with the United States,
despite a mutual defence pact
between the Asian allies.

The nationalistic (Global Times
tabloid said in an editorial that
Washington and Pyongyang were
playing a "reckless game" that
could lead to "miscalculations and
a strategic 'war™.

"Beijing is not able to persuade
Washington or Pyongyang to back
down at this time,” the Global
Times said.

"It needs to make clear its stance
to all sides and make them under-
stand that when their actions jeopar-
dize China's interests, China will
respond with a firm hand."

The commentary came after
Washington warned North Korea
this week it faced "fire and fury
like the world has never seen” if
it continued to threaten the US
with its missile and nuclear pro-
grammes.

That prompted a defiant Pyong-
vang to threaten a missile attack on
Guam, a tiny US termritory in the
Pacific that is home to major US
air and naval facilities.

China -- which has been accused
by the US of not doing enough
to rein in its longtime ally -- has
maintained that political dialogue
is the only solution.

China fought alongside the North
in the 1950-53 Korean War and
the two nations signed a mutual
defence pactin 1961, but the Global
Times suggested Beijing should
remain on the sidelines if Pyongyang
launches the first salvo in a new con-
flict with the United States.

"China should also make clear
that if North Korea launches missiles
that threaten US soil first and the US
retahiates, China will stay neutral "
the editonal said.

"If the US and South Korea carry
out strikes and try to overthrow the
Morth Korean regime and change
the political pattern of the Korean
Peninsula, China will prevent them
from doing so0."

AFP
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e MYANMA ECONOMIC HOLDINGS LIMITED

k {f} ~  MYAWADDY TRAVELS & TOURS CO., LTD.

Warmly
Welcome To

AIRPORT PASSENGER SERVICES
ANGON INTERNATIONAL AIR

MYAWADDY TRAVELS & TOURS

Tel - 25-1-241010, 2528869 Tel : 95-0-8812204
Fax 961262869 ¢ 96-8-T3060640
E-mall : myawaddylourffgmail.com : 898.8-7TI0508641

Whebmite: 295-1-252869

Omea

Hitp /iwww. myswasddytour. com Fax :
Room No.(44.45/A.45/8). 2nd Floor, No.(693/701)
Classic Strand Condominium, Cormer of Hone Zay Tan
Street & Kan Nar Road, Pabedan Township., Yangon.
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