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'fhis Is it. We're within three

kilometers of Grimlock's distress call.
Autobots, transform!
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Keep your sensors on max
passive sensitivity, 'Bots.

No comm traffic either. I've got my
radio detectors at full sensitivity.










Weird...Prowl?
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Big surprise; you think Grimlock or
Sunstreaker went down without a fight?
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No, no, it's...weird. It's not like the
Cherenkov signature from particle weapons.




Autobots, halt. Overdrive,
divert your run-time to analysis.







Complying.
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: The particle trail resembles the field |
produce when | time shift, but their spin is distorted in a
way | can't identify. But even weirder, their quantum
signature looks wrong.
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Maybe yer sensors are outta
whack. Did Hot Rod fix those, too?




Ratchet ran a diagnostic
before we left. They're fine.




So you've picked
up a weird particle spin. Big
slagging deal.




Sideswipe, all particles in our
universe have the same basic quantum
signature. That signature is as unique to our
universe as a full DNA sequence is to a

particular human individual.




| A different signature can only
» come from a different quantum reality. &=
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Dude, he's tellin’ us there’s
somethin' unkosher with the fabric of |
spacetime around here, dig? _*
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Skids could make
more out of it than |.
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Then prepare a data-dump to the
Ark. Remain on active sensors, and update the
dump-file in real-time. Include a recommendation for a
full sweep of the area by SkySpy. Don't dump
until | give the r::rder

Complying.



Why don't we just radio them
now? | know you want to avoid trouble,
but if we get detected anyway, further

weapons fire could mess up the trace. At
least we'd have uncontaminated
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The data is
potentially already a
palimpsest, and QOverdrive
is now running active
sensors. Let's not ask
for trouble.
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Prowl's right. By my count, the
\ [ 'Cons should undermanned right now, yet
two of our best went missin' here.
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'‘Bots! I'm picking up a
Transformer trace, about one
| klick out.




B
N
=
™
=
et
©
&
o
==
b
o
0
1h)
3]
(G
-+
@
o
T




-

®

" -

Can't tell; it's a muddled signal.
| wish Hound were here; he's got
better sensors.

e




v

If it were a
'‘Bot, we'd know from
h.ere, eh?
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If it were a 'Con, we'd likely
know too. Hot laser through armour
and such.
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Chevron formation. Ironhide,
take the point. Sideswipe, you're the
bot back. Watch our skid-plates.







If my brother';l.}_p
. there, then I'm taking
__the point.
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: Dude, you'll do what Prowl
says, or I'll rip you outta Z-Z's body when
we get back to the Ark. And | won't put
you back in your head. You dig?
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| o
Jazz just gave you
the only warning you'll get. Get in

' position. Now. -
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Stay on active sensors,

Overdrive. The rest of you, passive
sensors only until we're within 100
meters of the ridge. 4
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Signal is still muddied.
It reads mostly like Grimlock and our
psychopathic ray of sunshine, but
there's a weird pattern overlay.

Interference?
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Overdrive, can you time shift?
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: No. Ratchet \‘;
= didn't have time to
repair my temporal unit,
and told me I'd just
have to deal
with it.

'

Sounds familiar.
Why didn't you get Hot-

Rod to fix it?




You're kidding, right?

Slaggin' dross, you wouldn't let him
fix your legs.
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gﬂ Ironhide, you and Overdrive

are going over with me. The rest l? W%

of you put it in neutral.
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100 meters past the rise.
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~We should be looking at them!




We're gtﬁing down.
You three move up here and
put it in park.
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'My diodes are
surgin’, Prowl.
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~Ironhide, go full ~~_
/ ECCM. Overdrive, where _—
\_ are those life-signs? _4ies
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Life-signs source: here.
Your life-signs: about to be
terminated.










A disruptor missile
\ should do the trick... /
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I_..-"""'fﬁat's my brother and |
. _Grimlock down there! _~
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That s why Dverdrwé
" couldn't resolve the signal properly. He ‘
. % was picking up Autobot bodies with A
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For bootin' up cold,
“" | said give our bots some
e cover fire!
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| don't understand this!
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Your laser core is uncompromised.
Your spark appears fully intact.
Diagnostics confirm that your
cosmotron is on-line again.
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All major power conduits are functioning at
capacity, and all primary systems are repaired.
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little Cybertonium you've used up.




S0 why in Primus' name won't you reactivate? You're
< in no condition to fight, but you should be conscious.
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| The humans have an expression: it's
| not the tools, it's the craftsman. Well,
| there's a certain logic to that...to a point. |

&



| express his genius. I've used every tool | have to get
| you operational, Prime. Yet you stand here, inert.







-3 ALTO REVERSE *=

¥

; £ e |

nr b [ . " I

f =

— L A

_ i -
.
- \ e L et




) & -' « 1

And | think | know what Mozart would
have felt like, if he'd gone blind, deaf, and
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Hot Rod, where
are you and Skids?
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I-heard something cutmde
the main repair bay. | was hoping it
was one of you.




Il be there in sixty
astroseconds
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Skids, we may have
'‘Cons in the Ark. Run a
security scan.
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Scan shows no
Decepticons, Hot Rod.
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|s there a deer in
the ship again? Or more
birds?




Skids, activate
security force-fields in a
three corridor radius around
the main repair bay, as well as
on all entry points into the
bay itself.
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" All security fields in your area 48
th, are up. All systems nominal.
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...you're trapped in here with me.
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What in the name of Unicron...? E&¥§is
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Burn him!







LAY stremeth fypr in-to the skye, an'

o ~al the worlde laughethed at .

.. 308 the lighte, @SSR
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Yeah, what we really
need is a weapon with a wide
blast-radius that interrupts energon
flow. Like a disruptor missile.
Oh, wait a breem...




l)n' 1.315 faes are mave
nf stronge metale, 3 qesse; Pet thttr
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How's Jazz?




UGH! Serious, but not
critical. Auto-repair systems are
on-line; he should be mobile in
a few breems.




Prowl's worse. We gotta
get 'em outta here.




Qver there: at least
we'll have some cover on
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! | Heh. Thundercracker's
® always tellin' me to take you ground-
A pounders more serious. | don't have a
v clue as to why, since you're so
easy to hit.
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‘That's 'cause you've
only got two clues, Skywarp/"" '
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.one's Icst and the
others out looking for it! A=

Ak! Slaggin' snow's got |
| my stabilizers wedged! |
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Way too predictable, Warpie.
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This hiding is pointless, E ' i

Soundwave! Skywarp's been hit, and
there are two badly damaged 'Bots out
there! Let's grab 'em and go.

Possibility of damage: high.
Current position: safer.
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Ah, we're all gonna terminate
eventually' | say we charge 'em!
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Tactic: inadvisable. Thrill
of battle: undeniable. Course
of action...


































| Withdraw? They'd cut us to pieces with
two Seekers. Logically, we must fight.




Equally logically, we are outclassed in this situation.
= Arally would only delay our defeat by approximately
s 5.36 breems, compared to a fighting withdrawal.
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What would Oﬁtimus do? How does hé deriué
plans that defy logic and yet still successfully
work? How does he see what | cannot compute? L
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/' Autobots.. this is Prowl...slave
\. your battle computers to mine...
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Command queue? For what?




Oh! Prowl, my man, you're a putz at times, =
but you're hard core to the max in battle!
Let's ream these Cons an’ send ‘em back |

_| to the Slag Maker shucked. This is gonna

."| be totally trippy, dude.




| Ugh..c’'mon, servos,
let's do this...ah!...




Your shield can handle

\ lasers, all right...




r

-
...let's see how it stands up
to a swarm of missiles!
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C'mon Soundwave, do | have
t' stand still fer you to hit me?

Huh? Prowl, I'm a little busy...oh!! |




Cool it, ya varmint! 9% 2 : ﬂﬁm

. e Cueing up pain and A
B~ S irony for you, [ronhide. SSSeess
AHH! e ! oo
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UH! Oh slag...he froze my launchers | -
solid! And | can hardly move...
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Liquid nitro! Ingenious move, Prow!!

Dross! | almost had him!




of ! W

g [ = Bt "y - 5
b ] e ot ,..--t;‘r-_A} T
£ = s '::Fr ¥ ; 2 T o

A =

¥ ﬂ'ﬂ.g“;:'_."* '., ¥ -
" Your armour can on

= ; - :’ it ) it“r %
3 S L ."I R

f




Callin’ out to all '_mu
‘Cons, let's break foul with
somethin' nasty from the

/_" 3
.

bottom forty!







AHH! Soundwave, do some-







17 A |
L Bdll‘

(_ Typical Autobot electronic warfar"e....
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" " You slaggin’ drc::ss 'm %
gnnna shove that gun up your exhaust ““‘x
~port and pull the trigger! You hear me, y
"“mh___ S{)undwave‘? DO YDU ?1 ,f




" The others...
* . 4 need your...help.




I'll deal...with Soundwave... )
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I'm half hoping he hits me,
if it means | won't have to listen to
his prattle.
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d'-!.m’hat | wouldn't give
for my rocket-pack...
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. It will end soon, Prowl... . °
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..a few moments more, and | will be able ""'--~-h.h\
tc:: I{:ck-an to your cerebro-center's impulses...your secrets
: wHI service the Decepncon Emplra o







a8 “Here's a thought you %

. ]
% don't need to decode! _/
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Your stamina: impressive.
Your continued effective resistance:
unanticipated.




f’ Reap th|s‘
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Chance that | will sustain further
damage in pursuit of data: high. The
data | require is in your head.
Conclusion:
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PHark! What is that
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Prowl? |'ve lost contact,
respond. Prowl?




You've given me many
reasons to terminate you today,
Sunstorm...go on.




Surrender, or I'll frag you now.
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\Onhh...smp the planet'
please, I'd like to get off. / -

Prowl's timing is impeccable,
but | wish he'd have used someone
else as a battering ram...
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- We're going to see :
why we've lost contact with F’rr:)wl

Stay here.

Right...I'll hold this bank
up while you're gone...




i Epilogue
. He‘s in S-lock, but stable. A
p 2 = N




Ah...Smokie...they
...got...Prowl...
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You did everything you |
could. You're one of the reasons )~

R

we're still on-line.
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" Some rescue...six go
i\ in, five go out, two ESSEI"LHE"}F
B fo—lme
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/" Tarnation...we've...been
~._tarred...and feathered... -
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7 ""'é-lagg in' dross, let's '.
N, get back to the Ark. ¢
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Alternate HUD shot for Smokescreen
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